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MUSTANG NEWS 

APRIL 12, 2013 

John McCrae Public School 
565 Fred McLaren Blvd. 
Markham      L6E 1N7 
Phone: 905-294-9122 
Fax: 905-294-8196 
E-mail: john.mccrae.ps@yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

 

Superintendent of Schools:  

Mr. Daniel Wu : 905-940-7800 

 

School Trustee:  

Mr. Allan Tam :  416-898-9607  

 

School Council Chairs: 

Ms. Margaret Mao and  

Mr Roy Pedropillai 

 

 

 

Principal:  Ms. Lori Hall 
Vice Principal:  Ms. Robin Cockburn 

Office:  Mrs. Whitefield/Mrs. Dunlop 

 

Apr. 11  CANCELLED—ProGrant Parent Workshop 
  (Anxious parents– Anxious kids) RESCHEDULED to May 2 
Apr. 11  Spirit Day—Scarf Day 
Apr. 16  School Council Meeting—7:00 pm 
Apr. 18  Pizza/Sub Lunch 
Apr. 18  Spirit Day—Mix n Match Day 
Apr. 25  Spirit Day—Career Day 
Apr. 26  Assemblies, FDK—Gr 2, 11:15;  Gr3—8, 12:00 pm 
May 2  Spirit Day—Celebrity Day 
May 2  Pizza/Sub Lunch 
May 2  ProGrant Parent Workshop 
  (Anxious parents– Anxious kids)—6:30-8:00pm-JMPS) 
May 5-7  Dental Screening 
May 9  Spirit Day—Heritage Day 
May 14  School Council Meeting—7:00 pm 
May 16  Special Olympics Day in York Region and at John McCrae 
May 16  Pizza/Sub Lunch 
May 16  Spirit Day—Wacky Hair Day 
May 20  Victoria Day  - NO SCHOOL 
May 23  Spirit Day—Pajama Day 
May 24  MADD Assembly for grades 7 and 8 students, 9:30 am 
May 27—June 6 Primary and Junior EQAO 
May 28  Grade 8 Trip to Toronto  
May 30  Pizza/Sub Lunch 
June 7  PA DAY—NO SCHOOL 
June 11  School Council Meeting—7:00 pm 
June 25  Grade 7 and 8 Bowling, am 
June 26  Grade 8 Graduation 6:00pm-7:30pm 
June 26  Grade 8 Graduation Banquet, 7:30—10:30 
June 26  Term 2 reports go home 
June 27  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
June 28  PA DAY 
September 3 First day of school for 2013-2014 school year  

               IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

For a Mandarin  translation of this newsletter, 
please contact Margaret Mao 

Email: longarmding@yahoo.com 

Home: (905)471-7098 

Cell: (416) 258-6525 

 

 

 Finally, spring is here!   With the spring comes a softening of the school 
grounds  -- please make sure that your sons and daughters pack some extra 
clothes just in case they get wet or muddy.   We do find that for stretches of 
time we cannot have the students on the fields as the grass is seeding and 
that does mean that we have to use the tarmac only.  We expect lots of wet 
weather and there can still be the chance of colder temperatures so it is best 
that children pack extra clothes.  Consider jackets and outdoor pants that 
are windproof and waterproof.  A good pair of rubber boots is recom-
mended as well – they will keep your child’s feet dry.        

STUDENT SAFETY 
ARRIVING LATE AND DROP OFF PROCEDURES 

We are having many of our students arriving late to school.  Please 
ensure your child comes to school on time. We have staff on duty 
from 8:45am to 9:00am. We are very concerned about the safety 
of our students. There are a number of vehicles entering our parking 
lot after staff are no longer on duty outside and have gone to their 
classes. 

It is not safe for students to be running in between cars and 
across the parking lot. 

If you do arrive late, please use our kiss-n-ride at the front of the 
school, having your child exit the vehicle onto the sidewalk OR park 
your car and have your child use the sidewalk. 

Thank you 

               MARK YOUR CALENDARS ! 

There is another PIZZA/SUB day in 
April. 

It is Thursday, April 18, 2013 
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Dear Parents and Guardians 

One of the best things about spring time is being able to get out and meet up once again with our neighbours after the long 
winter.    It is the time for community building.  With community comes a sense of belonging.    It gives us a feeling of safety 
and security.   We are only able to learn and work when we feel safe and secure.  Recently, we had some significant examples of 
us looking out for one another in selfless ways at John McCrae to keep others safe.  There is  the example of a student  that 
reports that a student was mistreated in the hallway by a classmate.  Or the example of a grade 8 bus buddy that makes sure 
that his kindergarten buddy gets on the correct bus at the end of the day.  Or the neighbour that comes and helps with transla-
tion for a parent trying to understand a form sent home by the school.  These are just a few of the numerous ways that we help 
each other and create a positive climate in our John McCrae Public School community.     

With Spring, comes planning for next year.  Planning has already begun for next year. It is very important that if you are 
moving out of our school area and your child(ren) will not be attending our school this September please 
complete the notice below and return it to the school at your earliest convenience.   As our school staff begins to organize 
for classes in September ,2013, it is important for our parents to understand the process for student placement decisions. Our 
ultimate goal is to provide an optimum learning environment for all students.  The current teachers at each grade level will 
meet with prospective teachers of the next grade level as well as with special education teachers, ELL teachers and Ms. Cock-
burn and myself.   We work as a team with the following criteria taken into consideration: 
 

- Class sizes consistent with Ministry and Board Guidelines; 
- A range of performance levels with each class; 
- Gender balance; 
- Placement of students that are English language learners or students that have special learning needs that facilitates 

resource or withdrawal programs required by some students; 
- Promoting positive social relationships. 
 

If there is information regarding your child that you feel we are not currently aware of and which would be pertinent to place-
ment decisions, please advise Ms. Hall in writing. We ask that such letters be submitted by May 3, 2013. All final decisions 
regarding student placement remain the responsibility of the school’s principal. 

During the months of April and May, there are many excellent workshops being presented by The York Region District School 
Board.  There is a special page on our school webpage that is dedicated to parent workshops.  Here is the link:  http://
www.johnmccrae.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/WRK.htm   

Lori Hall 

Please note registrations for new students to John 
McCrae P.S. began on Friday, February 3. 
 
If you still have not registered and if you have any children 
at home that were born in 2009, they are eligible to begin  
Junior Kindergarten in September 2013.  Please register as 
soon as possible.  If you know of any school aged children 
that live within the John McCrae community and are inter-
ested in enrolling for September 2013 please inform them 
of the importance of registering early.   Go to the following 
website to access the registration forms as well as the list of 
necessary documentation:      
 1. www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca  
 2. Go under the Schools tab 
 3. Select the Registration tab 
 4. Choose Elementary Registration 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED YOUR JK 
FOR THE 2013-13 SCHOOL YEAR? 

*****PREPARING FOR 2013-2014**** 

Our preparations for the 2013 -2014 school year are underway, and our success depends on accurate projections of the school population.   
If you are moving out of our school area, please complete the form below and return it as soon as possible. 

My child(ren), __________________________________________________(name(s), who is/are in grade(s) ______ (current 
grade), will not be attending John McCrae Public School in September 2013. We will be moving to 
_______________________________________(please provide name of new school, if known). 

Parent/Guardian Signature_________________________      Date____________________ 

Please consider volunteering to assist 
with Grade 8 graduation preparations 
this year.  Like many schools we are 
asking parents of the Grade 7 students 
to assist with the pick-up and delivery 
of certain items (food and decorations) 
as well as the set up of the evening cere-
monies and banquet.  This is a very 
special evening for the graduates and 
their parents so we are hoping that you 
can spare some time on June 26th to 
assist us. 

Please call us at the school to offer us 
your assistance.  Thank you! 

905-294-9122 

Attention Grade 7 parents 



 

 

For Elementary Students Kindergarten  to Grade 8:  

 

 The York Region District School Board’s Summer Institute is a program that offers 
academic, recreational and athletic programs and activities with intentional links 
to the Ontario Curriculum for children and youth from Kindergarten to Grade 8.   

 

Weekly sessions are offered at twelve elementary schools throughout the region 
from July 2, 2013 to August 9, 2013.  

 

Program and registration information is available on the YRDSB website 
www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca for further information: Email: performance-
plus.si@yrdsb.edu.on.ca  or contact the Summer Institute office at 905-884-2046 
ext. 240  

 

Summer Institute Site Address Dates 

Armadale P.S. 11 Coppard Ave., Markham July 2 to Aug. 9 

Crosby Heights P.S. 190 Neal Drive, Richmond Hill July 2 to Aug. 9 

Discovery P.S. 120 Discovery Trail, Maple July 2 to Aug. 9 

Lakeside P.S. 213 Shorecrest Road, Keswick July 2 to Aug. 9 

Lake Wilcox P.S. 80 Wildwood Ave., Richmond Hill July 2 to Aug. 9 

Maple Leaf P.S. 155 Longford Drive, Newmarket July 2 to July 26 

Milliken Mills P.S. 289 Risebrough Circuit, Unionville July 2 to July 26 

Oscar Peterson 850 Hoover Park Drive, Stouffville July 2 to July 26 

Prince Charles P.S. 684 Srigley Street,  Newmarket July 2 to Aug. 9 

Sixteenth Avenue P.S. 400 Sixteenth Ave., Richmond Hill July 2 to Aug. 9 

Unionville Meadows 355 South Unionville Ave., Markham July 2 to Aug. 9 

Woodbridge P.S. 60 Burwick Ave., Woodbridge July 2 to Aug. 9 
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PROVINCIAL ASSESSMENT FOR GRADE 3 AND GRADE 6 STUDENTS (EQAO) 

All students in grades 3 and 6 will be participating in the 201e Provincial Assessment of Reading, Writing 
and Mathematics this Spring. We are in the planning stages for this assessment which will take place May 
27th—June 7th, 2013. Please avoid appointments during this time.   
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The Weather 
By Catherine-Grade 2 (Ms. Ducheck’s class) 

The weather this month can be rainy. Make sure you 
pack extra clothes for your children so if they get wet 
they can change into their dry clothes. Make sure they 
wear rain coats, rain boots, a rain hat, and bring an um-
brella just in case it rains. If it gets sunny a few weeks 
later, you don’t have to wear that many clothes.   

 

During the month of March the students in Mr. Sciberras’ 
class were working on a Holocaust Unit. We read the novel 
called “Daniel’s Story” by Carol Matas. This was a realistic 
fiction story about a young boy who survived the Holocaust. 

Some of the activities we worked on during this unit were 
Million Dollar Words and Literature Circles. The culminating 
tasks were the cube and the book trailer. The cube was a visual 
way for us to relate back to the novel. We had to choose 2 
characters from the book and choose 2 symbols that represent 
the novel and the Holocaust. We were able to design the cube 
using our own creativity. 

The second culminating task that was given to us was the book 
trailer. We were given the website called “Animoto” to help us 
design our assignment modelled after a movie trailer. We are 
describing the book and trying to promote it to a target audi-
ence. Our goal is to encourage our target audience to read 
“Daniel’s Story”. 

During the unit we learned about the power that one person 
can have to ruin other people’s lives and/or hurt a group of 
people. We also learned the importance of how history should 
not repeat itself. 

Written by: Kwame, Mirica, Shehrbano, Manisha & Roham 

      Holidays in April  - March 26 2013 
EASTER 

 
Easter is a wonderful holiday and March 29 was Good 
Friday and Monday April 1 was Easter Monday. Easter 
this year is Monday April 9th 2013. Easter next year is 
Monday April 21st 2014. Easter in 2015 is Monday April 
6th 2015.  

A traditional Easter meal for breakfast is hard boiled 
eggs and ham. For lunch hot crossed buns. For dinner a 
roasted lamb dinner. Finally, for dessert honey pastries 
and have an Easter egg hunt. Some Easter customs are 
parades, lighting candles, Reindeer race and painting 
Eggs. Symbols of Easter are Bells, bread grape juice or 
wine, candle, a cross, Eggs, Flowers, Palm branches, 
lamb and Rabbits. Millions of People across North Amer-
ica celebrate Easter. To prepare for the holiday, many 
people buy new outfits to wear. Two famous events are 
New York City’s Easter parade and the egg rolling con-
test on the White House lawn in Washington D.C.  Some 
children participate in Easter Sunday announcements at 
the church. So have a great Easter, 

    By Seth, grade 3 (Ms. Ducheck’s class) 

LANGUAGE LEARNING IN ROOM 205 

                 FLA T STANLEY      
In class we sent 20 different Flat people to different places in the 
world for their Winter Vacation. Eight Flat people have come back 
from their journey. 

Flat Peterson was the first one to come back. His long journey from 
Ottawa was super fun! Flat Peterson skated on the Rideau Canal 
Skate Way with his new friend Katherine and ate Beaver tails while 
they skated, it took them three hours to skate the whole canal! 

The second Flat person to come back is Flat Amna, she went to Eng-
land. The second day Flat Amna went to watch a game of cricket on 
the way there she learned that in England the driver sits on the right 
side of the car. 

Flat Abidan’s adventure was also super fun! He went all the way to 
Sri Lanka. We took a close look at the pictures that Flat Abidan 
brought back, life in Sri Lanka is very different then in Canada. They 
have pink houses, and their temples are very colourful. 

Flat Stephanie and Flat Lucas were very lucky, they both went on 
two Winter Vacations. Flat Lucas went to Ottawa, he also skated on 
the Rideau Canal Skate Way, after Flat Lucas went to the Museum Of 
Nature, we saw pictures of dinosaur bones and we even saw a pic-
ture of Flat Lucas in a dinosaur’s mouth! Flat Lucas also went on a 
Disney Cruise; Flat Lucas also had pictures with a lot of famous car-
toon characters. Flat Stephanie has just come back from Scarbor-
ough, she loved the mini aquarium. After Flat Stephanie went to 
Cuba where she went for a long swim in the ocean. 

I’m sure there’s more breath taking adventures from our Flat people 
coming in the mail soon!                              

    -Maggie (Ms Ducheck’s class) 



 

 

By Azim K. in Ms. Ducheck’s class 

In class we are learning about POETRY!!!  
Here are different examples of poems!!! 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL POEM EXAMPLE!!! 

Mary 
Funny, smart, and caring 
Daughter of Sarah and Jack 
Who loves dancing, animals, and riding her bike 
Who feels excited about summer break 
Who gives books, shoes, and kind words 
Who fears heights, bugs, and war 
Who’d like to see Orlando 
Who dreams of being a doctor 
A student of Brown Elementary 
Jones 
 
CINQUAIN POEM EXAMPLE!!! 
 
Players 
Running the court 
Fans cheering in the stands 
Points tied as time is running out 
Winners. 
 
RHYMING POEM EXAMPLE!!! 
 
My Mother, my friend so dear 
Throughout my life you’re always near. 
A tender smile to guide my way you’re the  
Sunshine to light my day. 
By: Maggie (she is in our class)!!! 
 
 
COLOUR POEM EXAMPLE!!! 
 
Red is an angry feeling 
Red is a spicy chilli 
Red is pasta with tomato sauce 
Red is the heat of the sun 
Red is the colour of a beautiful rose 
Red is the colour of an apple 
Red is the colour of a delicious strawberry 
Red is love 
Red is the colour of a ruby!!! 
By: Mariam (she’s in our class)!!! 
ALPHABET POEM EXAMPLE!!! 
 
Activities that get you moving. 
Balloons popping. 
Cake that is getting eaten. 
Dolphins’ piñatas exploding. 
Exciting children coming and going.   
Friends having fun. 
Games in the party that are fun!!! 
BY: Sophia!!! 
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Parent Workshop 

 

 
 

John McCrae PS Reading Strategies Workshop  
for 

 Parents/Caregivers to read with their Kindergarten to 
Grade 3 children 

 
Date: Friday April 19, 2013 
Time: 9-10:30 am 
Where: John McCrae Library 
 
The focus of the workshop is to provide you with strategies to 
use when reading with your child/children.  We welcome 
parents, grandparents, and/or relatives. 
 
Refreshments and cookies will be served. 
 
Please return the form below to the school by April 15, 2013. 

------------------------------------------------------ 
Parent/Caregiver Reading Workshop Friday April 19, 2013 

 
Name: ___________________ 
Phone #_______________ 
Classes your children are in________________________ 
 



 

 

Rounding Out Character – By:  Ruby N. 

Hello Kitty 

I’m Hello Kitty and I’m probably the most misun-
derstood character ever. There’s nothing that an-
noys more than my face appearing on little girls’ 
shirts, purses, and bracelets. It’s ridiculous! I’m 
supposed to be the most feared cat in all of Kitty 
Town. What makes me even madder is when people 
laugh at me for not having a mouth. I DO have a 
mouth! I should know, I use it all the time to give 
orders to my peasants. No one dares to mess with 
me; I’m dangerous, powerful, and amazing. Also, 
I’m not a girl. I am certain that I am a MALE cat. 
Those disgusting humans put bows on my head to 
make little girls like me. What rubbish is that? I get 
my face is amazing, but they’re making money off 
it! No one can make fun of me. Rotten humans have 
so much control over us amazing cats. I assure you 
that I’m going to change that. I’ll bring down the 
humans one by one, starting with the creators of the 
“Hello Kitty” franchise!  
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                       The Apology    

Thick, black, suffocating smoke encircled me. I could feel it burning through my 
lungs as if they were paper and forcing my brown eyes to shed tears. All of my long brown 
locks had been singed and half of my blouse had deteriorated from a previous encounter with 
the flames. I knew I had to get out, and I needed to do it now. Getting to the door was no 
problem, but getting past the scorching, horrifying flames which lay on the other side was a 
whole other issue. I had a moment then, and I told myself “If I don’t make it out tonight, I-“. 
I never got to finish, because by then a shadowy figure burst through the wooden door and 
emerged from the smoke. Piercing green eyes held my gaze from under a sturdy white soot 
covered firefighter’s helmet. The woman was wearing bulky protective tan gear, and had her 
entire face covered with an air mask and helmet screen. Looking back I realize how cliché 
and movie like the entire moment-the entire day- had been. I got out that night, the women 
had saved me. Guided me through the house, letting me finally get out and away from the 
disgusting fumes and crumbling house which didn’t make it through the night. The next few 
days I stayed with a friend, trying so hard to not think about and relive that entire day. Trying 
so hard to forget how the house I had inherited not so long ago, now lay as a pile of ash. And 
how the entire thing, was because of my own foolish, misguided actions and choices.  

Before the flames had erupted that night, I had actually been hosting a dinner party 
for my family. Just close family; my parents, my brother and my only sister. The tension had 
been high within our family recently, and I really thought that this little gathering would 
smooth things out. You see, I was the youngest in my family. My blonde bombshell of a 
sister Janice was the oldest, while my brothers were stuck in the middle. I was also my grand-
parent’s favourite grandchild. I had always been their little princess. So when they passed 
that past year, they had made the decision to leave the property to their grand children. Or 
should I say grandchild. That’s right, I single handedly had became the owner of a giant 
house which could potentially sell for millions! My siblings were furious. All the childish 
feuds around who got more love all resurfaced. According to my sister, I was the “suck up” 
who always got her way. My first brother, who usually didn’t say much had screamed at me 
over the phone about how I was a not only a “suck up”, but how I was a lazy slacker who 
never worked hard at anything. Then there was my second brother, the one who I thought I 
could count on the most to be there for me, had simply cut me off. After much pestering from 
both me and my parents, all of them had decided to come that night. I was ecstatic, like I 
usually was. However that night, there was a special spark in me. I thought I could finally 
settle the entire matter, and bring my family back together. My sister arrived first, and the 
first thing she did was light a cigarette. I hated that she smoked-she knew that-but she also 
knew that at that point she could get away with anything. My brothers came with my parents, 
and they all got seated as the dinner began in eerie silence. My older brother, Jones, pulled 
out a match box and lit the candles in the centre before we began. Also another thing I could-
n’t stand. I always thought they made the entire room look creepy and ghostly. As the silent 
dinner came to an end, without even clearing the table I brought every one into the library. I 
apologized and told them I couldn’t change what was already done. My closest brother, 
Sebastian, finally spoke to me.  

“Sometimes, I think you tell yourself that you deserve all of this. That it was meant 
for you. But I think you need to wake up and realize it was meant, for all of us. You aren’t 
the only one who deserves a break and a gift once in a while” 

With that they all left. Sebastian and Jones got their car key from the dining room 
while Janice picked up her purse, and then they drove off letting me sit in that room all alone. 
It was then when I realized he was right, I was being selfish and conceited. It was ripping my 
family apart. When I finally decided to give the house up, was when I caught the first whiff 
of burning smoke. By the time I realized it was too late, the boiling and blistering flames had 
engulfed most of the house. Burning its every piece to ash.    

It had been 18 hours since the house had burned down, when the doorbell rang. At 
my friends door there was a kind eyed old man delivering mail. My friend was out buying 
food, so I collected it for her. Surprisingly, there was also a package for me. As the man 
parted, sharing his condolences, I tore open the package. In it I found a blank sheet, with 
words on it written in such a familiar handwriting. It dawned on me then; he was the one who 
left first. He knew he had to get out. He knew that tipping over the candle was the easiest 
way to get the job done. My hand shook as I read the note; 

“Please forgive me” 
-Sebastian   

 

Formative #2 
Picture yourself awakened as ____________. 
Write a narrative to tell a human friend what your 
new life is like - by Kaitlin Mak 

A Picture Says 1000 Words 
(A lyrical Narrative) 

     I am stuck to a wall. It feels as if I am 
trapped in time, always holding the same 
pose, doing the same things. The only thing 
that I really have to myself is my thoughts. 
Everyday people stare at me, judging me with 
their cold eyes, they don’t know what I think; 
that I have emotions, just like them. I can tell 
when they look at me, they only see my imper-
fections, always judging; always looking. They 
say that art is made to be judged, but there is 
only so much we can take. That show off, the 
Mona Lisa, she’s always that star of the show; 
she doesn’t even have eyebrows! My creator is 
a nobody, and because of that neither am I. 
Eyes pass over me, to slippery to hold their 
gaze; I can never keep their attention.  

     Except at night, when the art gallery closes. 
A man passes through the halls carrying an 
oversized broom, he wears the same outfit 
every night. The man whistles as he sweeps. 
But there is something different about him; 
his eyes don’t look disinterested as they pass 
us. They watch, they linger, they stay; and 
that’s all any of us could have every wanted: 
respect. He never overlooks any sculpture, 
painting or drawing, he is never quick to 
judge, and that is why he understands what 
most people can’t. He can see our stories, the 
history behind that art as some people say. So 
because of this, I feel like the best people are 
the ones most looked down on by society. 
Because this one man, this caretaker helped 
appreciate the things ignored by others. 

Thank you. 
By: Kaitlin Mak  

There is a knock on the door and the mailman hands you a package—By:  Abina S. 
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Aaahhh…Spring is in the air!  Can you feel it?  The sun shining, 
birds chirping – it’s definitely approaching that time of year.  
The time for new beginnings, fun activities, and yes, spring 

cleaning.  There is much to be done after a long hard winter – 
packing up the bulky clothes, organizing, and getting rid of 

things we no longer use.  Well, we at John McCrae are here to 
help! 

If you have any unwanted children’s books that your family is 
no longer using, we would be happy to collect those from you.  
These books would go to your child’s classroom library, or an-

other classroom that would benefit from your donation.  We are 
asking that the books be in good condition and free of any writ-
ing or personal information.  Our school is looking for fiction 

and non fiction books, poetry, children’s magazines, and picture 
books. 

If you have anything to contribute, we ask that you kindly bring 
it in to the main office, and place it into the collection boxes.  

These books will be sorted and distributed in the coming weeks, 
and your child can look forward to some of these new titles in 

 

“Write a fairy tale from the villian's point of view” - by Kelvin La 

The Sword in the Tree 

     I had it! I was so close! I curse Sir Gavin and that son of his, Arthur. That sword would have been mine to pull out if Ar-
thur didn’t fix the tree. I would have be the new king of Ryersung and be able to help my people from the attack. Hundreds of 
people will die because of his treachery. I should probably tell this story from the beginning. This is how it all began.  

     I had just turned 20 years old today in my home village. I am a blacksmith’s son. I was out hunting a prized stag with my 
bow when a few soldiers from a nearby army were talking about the mythical sword in the tree in Ryersung. They saw a stone 
there that states: only one can pull the sword, the one who can, will be named king of the kingdom.  Then they began to 
march onward to my village. I had sneaked past them and went home to warn them of the impending attack. The whole vil-
lage had chosen me to go to Ryersung and try for the sword and become king for only then can I stop the attack from the 
army. They gave me some coins, a horse, and our village’s charm. I had ridden on for months through mountains, forests, 
and deserts until Ireached the magnificent city of Ryersung. 

     I was greeted with life within the city walls as I entered. I was checking out the stalls when I first met Arthur. He was the 
city local thief and thug. No one dared to report him to the guards because of his father, Sir Gavin and his noble deeds.  As 
my guard was down, Arthur got behind me and pickpocketed off my coins, and my village’s charm. It was only when I got 
thirsty and went for my water skin, I noticed that my coin bag and my charm had been stolen. I had felt the need for revenge 
for the first time. I was able to find my charm broken on the ground near Arthur’s house. I knew that now I had to pull out 
the sword not only for my people, but to put Arthur in jail for what he has done. As it was finally my turn, Arthur shows up 
and distracts everyone except me and shoved rocks in between the sword and the tree. When I pulled the sword, the sword 
was coming loose but was caught on the rocks. It was stuck.  

     The guards had dragged me away when I called out on Arthur that he cheated and made the sword stuck. During the 
night, I was out and sitting on a rock near the sword tree in disappointment. Arthur shows up and took out the rocks and 
started hammering the tree, causing cracks near the sword. I quickly got up and went towards the guards about this. Sadly, 
some of the guards are on Arthur’s payroll or was afraid of his father and I was instead taken away for accusing Arthur of 
sabotaging the tree. The next day, it was Arthur’s turn to try. He had pulled out the sword and became king and I was sen-
tenced to jail. And that brings us back to where we started. 

         By: Kelvin   8K 

 
 
 
MADD Canada's school assembly pro-
grams bring high-energy drug and alcohol im-
paired driving awareness and risk reduction 
messaging to the world of education. 
Youth and school programming have been a 
key component of MADD Canada's youth ser-
vices, education and awareness initiatives since 
1994. The programs are designed to communi-
cate directly with young people on their level 
and in their language and encourage them to 
take a closer look at their values and percep-
tions. 
 
MADD Canada is coming to John McCrae P.S. 
on Friday May 24th at 9:30 am to present an 
assembly to our grade 7 and 8 students that is 
designed to empower our students and save 
lives.  Here is a link to more information about 
the assembly program: 
http://www.madd.ca/madd2/en/services 
youth_services_school_long_weekend.html      
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One-Match Event 
 
In October 2012, the five-year-old daughter of YRDSB teacher Mark Watkin was diagnosed with AML- a serious form of Childhood 
Leukemia.  To beat the disease, Sarah needs a stem cell transplant but tragically there is no one in her family or in the donor database 
that is a match for her.  She is one of 928 Canadians in need of a lifesaving stem cell or bone marrow transplant.  Sadly, 75% of people 
who need a stem cell transplant can’t find a match in their own family. Patients are more likely to find a donor from within their own 
ethnic group and there is a great need to increase the diversity of potential donors in the database. 
 
The OneMatch Stem Cell and Marrow Network is a program dedicated to recruiting healthy, committed volunteer donors for patients 
in need of stem cells or bone marrow. Any healthy person between the ages of 17-50 can become part of the potential donor data-
base by answering a questionnaire and doing a simple cheek swab with a q-tip.  For more information about OneMatch please visit 
their website www.onematch.ca .   
 
Dr. Karyn Gordon is coming to Bur Oak Secondary School 
 
Dr. Karyn Gordon one of Canada’s leading relationship motivational speakers specializing in pre-teens and teens. She will 
be speaking to the Bur Oak community on Wednesday May 1st at 7:00 pm on the topic of “Raising Healthy Kids / Teens 
in an Age of Over-indulgence”.  If you are interested in attending this event please RSVP – email: boss-
grads@gmail.com or contact the Guidance Department at Bur Oak Secondary School – 905-202-1234 Ext. 1003. All par-
ents and guardians of students in Grades 6-8 are invited to attend.  
 
Many kids are living in a ‘buy now, pay later’ culture which is impacting their decision making, spending habits, priorities 
and eating habits.  This keynote is revealing, shocking and educational, and will teach you practical ways to achieve balance 
and wellness in your family life. Specifically, in this keynote you will learn: 

A comprehensive understanding of over-indulgence 

Common obstacles preventing families from achieving balance in their life 

The costs if families do not strive for balance in their life 

How over-indulgence impacts self-esteem and decision making 

How over-indulgence impacts spending, eating & scheduling habits 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BUR OAK SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Special Olympics transforms communities by inspiring people to open their minds, celebrate differ-
ences and recognize and respect the similarities we share. This year's Games motto is "champions 

celebrating champions." Celebrate champions with us in another exciting round of summer 
games. We will be hosting a Special Olympic Athlete and a York Region Police Officer to celebrate 

the games.  John McCrae will have the opportunity to fund raise and support an athlete.   



 

 

 

    THURSDAY MAY 2, 2013 
                     6:30-8:00 pm at John McCrae PS 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER  

 

           Dr. Shyamala Kiru 

(A graduate of accredited masters and doctoral degree programs in the field of counselling) 

  Focus of Presentation 

Building confidence and decreasing anxiety 

Light snacks, drinks and babysitting will be provided 

Please register at your home school office by Monday April 29, 2013 

 

Workshops organized in partnership by the following YRDSB schools 

  Donald Cousens PS               Wismer PS                     John McCrae PS 

---------------------------------------------"-------------------------
--------------- 

Registration Form  

Name: ___________________   Phone No. ___________ 

Number of participants attending. _______ 

Is babysitting (4 yrs old and up) required?  Yes/No    For how many 
children? ____ 
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